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O You, You, You, who in Your exaltedness are so near, O Il of which will h d rt unl Y,
Possessor of Majesty and Magnanimity, O Encompasser of Nights all o which wi apeen an . none can avert un eSS_ Ou_
and Days: To You | complain of the gloom of the veil, the woe of have mercy on me: There is no god but You, g’!orlous IS
the reckoning, and the direness of the punishment, Your perfection, verily, | was of the wrongdoers” (3).
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Jacob complained to You, and You relieved his sorrow,
restored his lost S|ght’ and rejoined him to his son; Noah called upon You before, and You saved him from his
tribulation; Job called upon You after, and You lifted his affliction;
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Jonah called upon You, and You delivered him from his distress;
Zacharias called upon you, and You bestowed on him a son of his
loins after his wife had become barren and he was old. And You knew
what befell Abraham, and rescued him from the fire of his enemy;
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and You saved Lot and his family from the punishment descending
upon his people. So here am |, Your slave: If you punish me with
everything You know of Your torment, | truly deserve it;
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But if you show me mercy, as You did them, despite the enormity of my
crime, You have better right and best deserve to show such generosity.
For Your generosity is not confined to those who obey and draw near You,
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but is freely given aforetime to whomever You will of
Your creation, even if they disobey and turn away from
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You.
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but rather it is of generosity to show goodness to

For it is not of generosity to show goodness only to those .
who show it to You, who are the Magnanimous and Free of those Wh.o show evil towards You, who are the All-
compassionate and Exalted.
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“O Lord, we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not

How else should it be, when You have commanded us to forai dh hall certainly be of
show goodness to those who show evil towards us, while tﬁ;gl'gztﬁj?;)m ave mercy on us, we shall certainly beé o

You have better right to do so than we.
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